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Scan to report 
your MCLE hours.

MCLE CREDIT 
7 Hours (2.25 Ethics)
MCLE Course No: 174299829
Applies to the Texas Bar College 
and the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Civil Trial, Labor 
and Employment, and Personal 
Injury Trial Law.

Conquering the Courtroom:
Practical Techniques to Elevate Your Courtroom Success 

Cosponsored by the Litigation Section of the State Bar of TexasRegister early and save up to $75!

Lawyers licensed 5 years or less 
take HALF OFF!

(See page 5 for details.)

Live In-Person
Austin  •  January 22, 2026
Texas Law Center

Register by January 8 to save!

Live Webcast
January 22, 2026

Webcast Replay
February 24, 2026

Separate registration required for 
each event.

AGENDA
7 hours including 2.25 ethics

8:00	 Registration
	 Coffee & Pastries Provided
	
8:55	 Welcoming Remarks
	 Course Directors
	 Andrew “Andy” Jones, Dallas
	 Sawicki Law
	 V. Blayre Peña, Round Rock 
	 VBPeña Law
	
9:00 	 Being a Better Lawyer in the Courtroom 
	 .5 hr ethics
	 V. Blayre Peña, Round Rock
	 VBPeña Law
	
9:30 	 Litigator's Guide to Pro Se Opposition: 

Techniques, Tips, & Tactics
	 .5 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Laura Pratt, Amarillo
	 Sprouse Shrader Smith
	
10:00	Writing an Effective Motion .5 hr
	 Stephen Huschka, Dallas
	 Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr
	
10:30	 Networking Break 
	
10:45	Preparing Yourself for the Courtroom 
	 & Virtual Hearings 1 hr
	 Stacey V. Reese, Austin
	 Stacey V. Reese, PLLC
	 Abigail Ventress-Hyde, Round Rock
	 VBPeña Law
	
11:45	 Luke Soules Award Presentation
	
12:00	Break - Lunch Provided 
	
12:15	 Luncheon Presentation: Broader 

Than Trial - Going to & Navigating the 
Courtroom for the First Time 1 hr

	 Moderator
	 Raymond Baeza, El Paso
	 Baeza Law Group

	 Panelists
	 Hon. M. Sue Kurita, El Paso
	 Judge, County Court at Law No. 6
	 Hon. Mark Lane, Austin
	 United States Magistrate Judge
	 Western District of Texas
	 Hon. Jessica L. Mangrum, Austin
	 Judge, 200th Civil District Court
	

1:15 	 Break 
	
1:30 	 Exhibit A – A Trial Lawyer’s Guide to 

Offering, Objecting to, and Admitting 
Evidence .75 hr

	 Andrew “Andy” Jones, Dallas
	 Sawicki Law
	
2:15 	 Getting & Keeping the Win: Preparing 

Your Record .5 hr (.25 ethics)
	 J. Collin “Jay” Spring, Dallas
	 Burke Bogdanowicz
	
2:45 	 Tips & Tricks for Effective 
	 Cross-Examination and Witness 

Impeachment .5 hr
	 Hon. Chari L. Kelly, Austin
	 Justice, Third Court of Appeals
	
3:15 	 Networking Break 
	
3:30 	 Help for Those Hanging New Shingles: 

Starting a Litigation Practice 
	 .75 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Nadeen Abou-Hossa, San Antonio
	 Gonzalez Chiscano Angulo & Kasson
	 Steve Chiscano, San Antonio
	 Gonzalez Chiscano Angulo & Kasson
	
4:15 	 War Stories: The Worst I’ve Ever Seen 
	 1 hr ethics
	 Moderator
	 Chip Brooker, Dallas
	 Brooker Law

	 Panelists
	 J. Paul Manning, Lubbock
	 Field Manning Stone & Aycock
	 Sofia A. Ramón, Edinburg
	 Ramón Worthington Nicolas & Cantu
	 Raymond L. Thomas, McAllen
	 Ray Thomas, PC
	
5:15 	 Adjourn
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All members receive free access to the resources at Litigationsection.com, in addition to receiving the 
respected quarterly journal, The Advocate, featuring updates and analyses of issues by some of the state’s 
most distinguished practitioners. The Section provides grants to worthy projects, sponsors ethics-accredited 
programs and lectures at law schools, and provides fabulous speakers for the Bar’s Annual Meeting. 

The Litigation Section also is transforming how we see ourselves as litigators, including our duty to act as 
the gatekeepers of justice in this country, so that we make a difference in the lives of our citizens.  This is 
demonstrated through our Texas Legal Legends program where we induct Texas legal legends who have done 
something larger than themselves to help others and benefit mankind.

In addition, the Section cosponsors top-notch continuing legal education with TexasBarCLE, earning its 
members a discount. In a typical year, this would mean discounted attendance at these popular programs: 
Advanced Evidence and Discovery, Advanced Civil Trial, and Advanced Personal Injury Law.

The Litigation Section is the home of Texas litigators

LITIGATIONSECTION.COM

Mark Your Calendar

Click to register for these upcoming courses:

•	 Damages in Civil Litigation
	 Live Webcast
	 February 5-6, 2026

•	 Becoming a Fiduciary Litigator*
	 Live In-Person
	 Fort Worth  •  March 26-27, 2026
	 Sheraton Fort Worth Downtown

•	Handling Your First (or Next) Voir Dire* 
	 Live In-Person	& Live Webcast
	 Austin  •  April 30, 2026
	 Texas Law Center

•	 Advanced Evidence & Discovery*
	 Live In-Person	
	 Coming April & May 2026 

•	 Soaking Up Some CLE:  
    A South Texas Litigation Course*
	 Live In-Person	
	 South Padre Island
	 Coming May 2026

* Registration for this course is not available at the time of publishing. 
Search TexasBarCLE.com for updates. 

Event details may change. For the latest information, please visit 
TexasBarCLE.com.

https://www.Litigationsection.com
https://www.Litigationsection.com
https://www.litigationsection.com
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=W24143
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
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TexasBarCLE.com

Let's Connect!

LinkedIn @TexasBarCLE   |    Facebook @TBCLE

X formerly Twitter @TexasBarCLE    |    Instagram @TexasBarCLE1

Live In-Person 
Austin  •  Texas Law Center
1414 Colorado Street
Austin, TX 78701
(512) 427-1574

Parking: The Moody Bank/Deloitte Building at 400 W. 15th 
Street offers public parking at a $20 per day maximum or 
the Capitol Visitors Parking Garage at 1201 San Jacinto 
Boulevard offers a maximum daily charge of $12. See parking 
map here. 

Hotel Accommodations:
No rooms have been blocked for this course. We recommend 
the nearby hotels listed below.  

DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel Austin
303 W. 15th Street, Austin, TX 78701 | 512-478-7000 
Corporate ID number: 560034650
Corporate rate includes complimentary Wi-Fi and a 
discounted parking rate of $30.

Hampton Inn and Suites @ The University/Capitol 
1701 Lavaca Street, Austin, TX 78701 | 512-499-8881 
Corporate ID number: 560034650
Corporate rate includes complimentary breakfast and Wi-Fi. 
Valet only parking is available for $49 plus tax.

Hilton Garden Inn Austin University Capitol District
301 W. 17th Street, Austin, TX 78701 | 512-319-3333
Corporate ID number: 3364211
Corporate rate includes Wi-Fi. Valet only parking is available 
for a rate of $55 plus tax.

Parking rates are subject to change. Please confirm rate upon 
arrival.

Event Venue

• Course Directors
Andrew "Andy" Jones....................................................................Dallas
V. Blayre Peña......................................................................Round Rock

• Planning Committee
Raymond Baeza............................................................................El Paso
Nadia Bettac................................................................................... Austin
Stephen Huschka...........................................................................Dallas
Amy Rod..................................................................................... Wharton
Abigail Ventress-Hyde........................................................Round Rock

• TexasBarCLE Planning Team
Virginia Izaguirre.................................. Director of Program Planning
Sheena Ward................................................. Sr. Program Coordinator 
Deserea Serna...........................Lead Written Materials Coordinator
Mary A. Galarza.......................................................... Meeting Planner

• Litigation Section of the State Bar of Texas
Raymond L. Thomas....................................................................... Chair
Jason Paul Fulton................................................................. Chair-Elect
Sofia A. Ramón....................................................................... Vice-Chair
Hon. Christine Lynne Stetson................................................Treasurer
Karen S. Precella.......................................................................Secretary
Hon. Rebecca Simmons....................................Immediate Past Chair

• State Bar of Texas
Santos Vargas............................................................................President
Britney E. Harrison..................................................Chair of the Board
G. David Smith...............................................................President-Elect
Steve Benesh.............................................. Immediate Past President
Alyson A. Martinez........................................................TYLA President
Donna Thomisee.............................................  Chair, CLE Committee
Chris Nickelson.................................... Chair, Board PDP Committee
Trey Apffel.................................................................Executive Director
Hedy Bower.......................................................Director, TexasBarCLE

https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texasbarcle/
https://www.twitter.com/texasbarcle
https://www.facebook.com/TBCLE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texasbarcle/
https://www.facebook.com/TBCLE
https://www.twitter.com/texasbarcle
https://www.instagram.com/texasbarcle1/
https://www.instagram.com/texasbarcle1/
https://www.texasbarcle.com/materials/special/Parking_TLC.pdf
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ausfldt-doubletree-suites-austin-downtown/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ausuahx-hampton-suites-austin-at-the-university-capitol/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ausaugi-hilton-garden-inn-austin-university-capitol-district/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-GI-AUSAUGI&y_source=1_MjUzNjUyMzktNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D
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FYI

•	 Scholarship Information
	 TexasBarCLE offers scholarships for live courses, video replays, 

online classes, and webcasts. To apply or learn more, call  
	 (512) 427-1490, Mon-Fri 8am-5pm CT. Please apply at least two 

weeks prior to any live/video replay course or at least one week prior 
to any webcast or online class. 

•	 Active Texas State, County, and Federal Judges, Administrative 
Law Judges, Hearing Examiners, and Judge's Staff Attorneys 
may attend out-of-state programs for a discounted rate or in-
state programs for free, provided: (1) the course directly relates 
to the judge's/tribunal's jurisdiction, (2) the judge is a full-time 
judge or retired under a judicial retirement system and (3) space is 
available for all paying registrants. This privilege does not extend 
to prosecutors, receivers, trustees, other court staff, or persons 
serving part-time in a judicial capacity. Actual attendance is 
required to receive course materials. 

•	 Parking Information is subject to change and does not guarantee 
available space. 

•	 If You Need Special Accommodations to Attend or Have 
	 a Food Allergy, please contact us as soon as possible at 
	 (512) 427-1748 or mary.galarza@texasbar.com.

•	 Registered but Can't Attend? Still Earn MCLE Credit 
	 by taking the course online later through your Free Online Benefits. 
	 If you would rather have a refund, call (512) 427-1574 or fax your 
request to (512) 427-4443. Refund requests must be made at least 
one business day before the program.

•	 FREE ONLINE BENEFITS! Online Videos and MP3s of the 
Topics will be available to registrants 4-6 weeks after the live in-
person event. Provide your e-mail address when preregistering to 
be notified when and how these benefits may be accessed. 

	 (Note: Presentation lengths may vary from that which was 
advertised.) There's no extra charge; as a registrant, you're already 
entitled!

•	 Policy of Impartiality 
	 The State Bar of Texas does not endorse political candidates. 
When a candidate for the public office is included in promotion 
for or participates in a TexasBarCLE event, the State Bar is not 
taking a position for or against anyone's candidacy. 

•  Prospective Speakers
	 We are always looking for new speakers and encourage you to fill 

out this prospective speaker form to let us know your areas of 
expertise.

Register for the Live In-Person Event by January 8th and Save $50
Early registrations help us ensure that sufficient seating and 
refreshments are available. Seating will be reserved for preregistrants 
until the start of the first topic.

Texas Bar College Members 
Can Save $25
To join or learn more, 
visit texasbarcollege.com or 
call (512) 427-1819.

Litigation Section Members Can Save $25
Not a member? To join, visit your My Bar Page and join online, 
or download a membership form from TexasBar.com/sections 
to pay by mail. Please do not send section membership payment 
with your registration fee.

Paralegal Division 
Members Can Save $25
To join or learn more, 
visit txpd.org or call 
(806) 443-2209.

Virtual Course Discount
Save $50 Automatically
when you register for the
live webcast or webcast 
replay!

Earn Discounts by Registering Five or More
Contact our Firm & Group Sales Representative at 
firmandgroupsales@texasbar.com. Please note, this 
excludes complimentary registrations.

Attorneys licensed in Texas 
5 years or less get half off 
the regular course fee.

Ways to Save on This Course! 

mailto:mary.galarza@texasbar.com
https://www.texasbarcle.com/?a=SPEAKERFORM
https://www.texasbarcollege.com/
https://www.TexasBar.com/sections
https://www.txpd.org
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Discounts Course Materials

My total is $
State Bar Membership No:
Registrant Name:
Firm Name / Court:
Address for Bar-Related Mail:
City/State/Zip:
Phone / Fax:
E-Mail:
An email address is required for payment confirmation and pdf 
downloads of course materials.

Ch
ec

k 
Pa

ym
en

ts

QUESTIONS? (512) 427-1574

•  To pay by credit card, register 
online at TexasBarCLE.com 
or call (512) 427-1574 during 
business hours.

•  To pay by check, 
	 mail to State Bar of Texas, 

P.O. Box 676916, Dallas, TX 
75267-6916

Earn Discounts by Registering Five or More
Contact our Firm & Group Sales Representative at 
firmandgroupsales@texasbar.com. Please note, this 
excludes complimentary registrations.

Live In-Person  •  Austin  •  January 22, 2026
�	  $245  Regular Registration Fee
	   Eligible for a discount if registering by January 8
�	  $122.50*  Lawyers Licensed Five Years or Less (Half Off)

Live Webcast  •  January 22, 2026
Register at TexasBarCLE.com. See page 7 for pricing.

Webcast Replay  •  February 24, 2026
Register at TexasBarCLE.com. See page 7 for pricing. 

Conquering the Courtroom: Practical Techniques 
to Elevate Your Courtroom Success  (5135)

Live In-Person
	 �  $50 off  •  Early Bird Discount (see deadline dates above)
	 	 (Postmark date for checks will be determinative.)

	 Membership Discounts: (select one)
	 �  $25 off  •  Litigation Section
	 �  $25 off  •  Texas Bar College
	 �  $25 off  •  Paralegal Division

	 For more information, see page 5.

All Courses
	 My registration is complimentary because I am a:
	 �  Qualifying judge
	 �  Judge’s staff attorney
	
	 See FYI section on page 5 for details. 

Written materials will be provided as a PDF download only. 
Register in advance and we’ll send you an email to download/
print the materials when they become available. (You must be 
a registered user of TexasBarCLE.com to use this feature. 
Becoming a registered user is free and only takes a moment.)  
Note: Please download the materials before you arrive at the 
course, since internet access may be limited.

I can’t attend but would like the course materials 
PDF downloads of course materials are available online 1-2 weeks 
after the course.

*Does not qualify for discounts listed in the Discount section.

Plus 8.25% sales tax on total course book sales only. Please include sales tax 
or attach an exemption certificate. 

To order on USB, contact our FlashCLE service at (512) 427-1575.

REGISTRATION FORM

https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
mailto:firmandgroupsales@texasbar.com
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=L23818
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=W23819
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=R23820
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/BookFilter.asp
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Webcast Information

Webcast registration is offered online using a credit card at TexasBarCLE.com. If you have any questions or would like to 
register by phone, please call (512) 427-1574. Mail or fax registrations are not accepted at this time. 

Fees Course Materials

Claiming MCLE CreditReplaying the Webcast

Live Webcast  •  January 22, 2026 
(Includes a live chat feature and the option to submit 
questions to the speakers.)
•  $245 Per Registrant  |  $195 with Virtual Discount! 
•  $122.50 Lawyers Licensed Five Years or Less (Half Off)

Webcast Replay  •  February 24, 2026 
(Live chat not available for the webcast replay.)
•  $225 Per Registrant  |  $175 with Virtual Discount! 
•  $112.50 Lawyers Licensed Five Years or Less (Half Off)

Additional discounts available online.

	 QUESTIONS?  Please email cleregistration@texasbar.com or call (512) 427-1574.

Written materials will be provided as a PDF download only. 
Register in advance and we’ll send you an email to download/
print the materials when they become available. (You must 
be a registered user of TexasBarCLE.com to use this feature. 
Becoming a registered user is free and only takes a moment.)  

I can’t attend but would like the materials.
PDF downloads of course materials are available online for a
discounted rate 1-2 weeks after the course.

For the webcast, click the Claim Credit tab at the conclusion 
of your viewing. Please read & acknowledge the instructions, 
edit any information if needed, then click Submit Hours at 
the bottom of the page.

If you cannot watch the entire webcast at its scheduled time, 
an archived recording will be available under My Purchases 
within a few days of the live program. You may then complete 
the program at your convenience and claim MCLE credit 
through December 31, 2026.

IMPORTANT: Registration for this webcast admits only the 
registrant. Registrants are expressly prohibited from allowing 
nonregistrants access to the program. 

For group viewings of a webcast, contact us at 
(512) 263-2802 or firmandgroupsales@texasbar.com.

https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=W23819
https://www.TexasBarCLE.com/new/?TransferTo=W23820
mailto:cleregistration@texasbar.com
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/home.asp
https://www.texasbarcle.com/new/BookFilter.asp
mailto:firmandgroupsales@texasbar.com

