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Litigation Section Intern Report: 
 Diocesan Migrant & Refugee Services, Inc. 

El Paso, Summer 2015 
 

On my way to El Paso from Houston, I was beyond nervous about how my internship with Diocesan 

Migrant & Refugee Services, Inc. (DMRS) would be.  Spending almost three months away from my friends 

and family, to work in a field that I had no experience in was a bit overwhelming.  As a 1L, all that I had 

knowledge of was basic criminal, contract, and tort law.  However, I was excited and eager to learn more 

about immigration law, considering that I, and numerous members of my family, have gone through this 

system to become US Citizens. 

My first week at DMRS reminded me of law school orientation. It was a breakdown of the  do’s 

and don’ts of immigration law; which color folder to use for certain types of clients, what each colored 

form meant, all the various forms of relief available, etc.  To me each case seemed to be similar to a math 

problem. Fear of going back to your country + being in a category + being persecuted for being in that 

category = asylum.  I quickly learned that it’s never that easy in immigration law.  This area of practice is 

filled with many loopholes and exceptions, which could be a negative or positive given the facts of the case. 

The first thing I ended up doing was drafting motions and enclosure letters for different clients, and 

filing them at the court house.  I typed up a few memos on topics such as Crimes Involving Moral Turpitude, 

Waivers for Smuggling, Unlawful Presence, Suspension of Deportation, and Withholding of Removal.  The 

memos were helpful for me, because I was able research topics I had no knowledge about, and see how the 

outcomes of cases vary depending on things like the district.  I was also able to watch the Unaccompanied 

Minors Program (UMP) give a presentation to juvenile detainees regarding court proceedings.  I sat in 

numerous staffing meetings with the Legal Orientation Program (LOP) and watched them give a ‘Know 

Your Rights’ presentation to detainees. 
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One interesting project I worked on during my time at DMRS was the drafting of a brief for a 

Withholding of Removal case.  After looking at the example my supervisor showed me I wasn’t sure if I 

knew enough to actually draft up the brief, but she assured me I would have no trouble.  I began by going 

to visit the client with one of DMRS’s Accredited Representatives, at the detention center, and even though 

I do not understand Spanish, she was kind enough to translate majority of the conversation.  After the 

interview, and looking over the facts, I was able to determine which social group the client belonged to and 

how she was being abused as a result of it.  At the end of my research, the draft came out well and my 

supervisor was pleased with it, which was a great feeling, considering how nervous I felt at the beginning 

of the project. 

After the drafting the brief, I returned to the detention center to interview another potential client.  

This situation, however, was more difficult than I imagined because the client was skilled at evading 

questions.  During the LOP staffing meeting, the facts of the client’s criminal history were discussed and 

were determined to be inconsistent.  I was given the task of returning to the detention center to clear up the 

inconsistencies in his file.  This was an awkward situation for me because, I was uncomfortable with prying 

into another person’s private business.  After two interviews, I was unable to obtain the necessary 

information.  My supervisor had a talk with me about how things have to get done regardless of how we 

feel, and, with that in the back of my mind, I went back again.  This time I sat down with the detainee, and 

despite my discomforts I was able to clear up all the inconsistencies in his file. DMRS did not take the case 

in the end, however I felt I had learned a valuable lesson and completed a task that I was initially 

uncomfortable with. 

One of my final tasks during my time at DMRS was creating handout detailing the forms of 

inadmissibility and deportation waivers, which ended up much more complicated than I anticipated.  I 

learned a lot through this process and feel that my knowledge of the subject has significantly increases as a 

result . I also created a slide show on Crimes Involving Moral Turpitude (CIMT), specifically detailing how 
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to identify whether or not a client’s crime is considered to be a CIMT using the Categorical and Modified 

Categorical approach.  

During my last week, I went on a tour hosted by the Border Patrol Agency.  The tour was interesting 

and also a great learning experience, because I was able to see how the other side of the immigration process 

works.  The group toured of the Border of the America’s port of entry, Monument Two of the border, and 

the camera room in the processing center.  It painted a clearer and bigger picture of the practice of 

Immigration Law for me, by showing me the journey some of our clients take before actually ending up in 

our offices. 

Overall, one thing I’ve learned from watching intakes, interviews, court proceedings, and the like, 

is the importance of organization’s like DMRS and immigration attorneys.  While there are some people 

that take advantage of the system, a greater majority of people truly do need some type of help so they can 

create a better life for themselves and their families.  Knowing that you’re in a position to make that dream 

a reality for someone is a rewarding feeling, and, I am glad, and forever grateful, to have been an intern at 

this organization.  

 Interning with DMRS has been a great experience.  My supervisors have been more than helpful 

and patient with me.  The staff has been so welcoming, which helped me feel a little more comfortable 

being so far from home.  My fellow interns were also a great support and were always there to help me 

when I needed it.  I am so thankful to DMRS for treating me like family during my brief time here. 



Paul Hill 
Disability Rights Texas 

Summer 2015 
Litigation Fellowship Summary 

 This summer I had the honor of serving as the litigation fellow for Disability Rights 

Texas. I worked closely with the healthcare team’s senior litigation attorney, Peter Hofer, to 

develop my knowledge and skills relating not only to litigation generally, but to disability rights 

and healthcare related litigation as well. I benefitted greatly from this experience as both a 

professional and a disability rights advocate.  

 My main project this summer was learning about healthcare litigation and reading cases 

relating to access to healthcare for children on Medicaid. I discussed litigation strategies with 

Mr. Hofer and worked on a complaint that will eventually be filed in Federal court against the 

state of Texas involving the denial of access to healthcare for children. This was extremely 

valuable as a future litigator because I had never written a complaint before and it was useful to 

learn how to write one by writing one. Practical knowledge and skills are extremely valuable to 

me as I move from law school to the legal profession and I feel as though I gained some 

important skills this summer. I also researched litigation strategies for other areas, including 

ADA issues and family law.  I also analyzed statistics for five years of appeals of Medicaid 

administrative hearings, to determine if such appeals appear fair.   

 I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to receive this fellowship this summer. 

Disability rights and litigation are both legal areas that are close to my heart, and to be able to 

spend the summer learning how to combine the two was not only worthwhile professionally but 

personally. I am now moving into the legal profession better equipped to do the work that I feel 

so passionately about.   

 Thank you.  



Claudia I. Galan 
Family Violence Prevention Services 

2015 Summer Litigation Internship 
 

Student Summer Internship Experience 
 

This summer I was offered an internship in the legal department for Family Violence 

Prevention Services (FVPS). Over ten weeks, I had the opportunity to assist battered women 

with various family law issues.  The experience was a unique and eye-opening.  I found it 

important to have a hands-on look into Family law as the impact it carries in our communities is 

far reaching. I was challenged from the beginning and the experienced attorneys I had the 

opportunity work with guided me through the process.  

Working alongside all three litigation attorneys, I was presented with an array of different 

cases. All involved domestic violence, all different in scope and breadth. I worked on cases from 

beginning to end. I did client interviews, drafted pleadings, discovery, and legal memos. I 

participated in client meetings. Although I was not able to litigate the case in court, I was fine 

with observing, absorbed and learned. 

During the countless number of hearings I watched and worked over the past summer, I 

was fortunate to help the attorney make a stronger and more cohesive argument. Going to court 

almost every day exposed me to the skills an attorney must have as an advocate. I was able to 

observe how these lawyering skills come into play when opposing party brings out the worst 

from our client and we just have to make a better argument. I learned from FVPS attorneys and 

from opposing counsel; much like watching an intricate game of chess.  

 In the office, staff attorneys provided me with substantive and meaningful work. I wrote 

several divorce decrees, and final and temporary orders. I also drafted legal memos that 

answered the crucial issue of our client’s case. The supervising attorney was very accessible and 

gave me in-depth and helpful feedback on all my assignments. One of my favorite parts of my 

internship was working in a case where we helped out client reunite with her 2-year old girl. She 
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had been separated from the baby for a little over two weeks and her attempts to get her back 

through the police were unsuccessful. She applied with FVPS and we saw the urgency of the 

matter so we took the case the same day. The following day the judge granted our order to make 

the father produce the child in court. And when we came back to court, the judge ordered the 

child to return with our client. The moment the both reunited was very special for me because I 

had worked very hard alongside the attorney to make this possible. I remember we were in court 

all day, not only working on this case but also another one. The attorney and I did not even have 

a chance to eat lunch because we didn’t want to leave without getting the order granted.  

Seeing the child running to her mother’s arms brought tears to my eyes. It was the most 

rewarding feeling I have ever had. At the end of the day, I learned that sometimes things might 

not go as planned and as an attorney I will need to make sacrifices for the best of my client. I 

also learned that all my hard work is worth when I am helping a mother get her children back, or 

help her get a protective order so she be safe and sleep at night.  

 I am grateful for given this opportunity and for working on these cases. FVPS really 

makes a difference for battered women, not only helping them with their legal issues but also in 

regaining control of their lives. I was inspired by the devotion and hard work exemplified by the 

attorneys at FVPS. They genuinely care about their clients. These past ten weeks with FVPS 

taught me hard work, along with presenting me with real life, hands-on experiences, and constant 

interactions at levels of the legal process. Towards the end of my internship I was able to analyze 

a case and know what type of legal process needed to be taken. I have become a better and more 

educated person because of this opportunity. I cannot wait to become a licensed attorney and 

make a difference in someone’s life.  



August 14, 2015 
 
J. Paul Manning 
Field, Manning, Stone, Hawthorne & Aycock, P.C.  
2112 Indiana Avenue 
Lubbock, Texas 79410 
 
Dear Mr. Manning,  
 
I would like to thank you for the Litigation Section Internship Program grant that your firm 
awarded me for my summer work at Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center.  The generous 
$4,000 grant made it possible for me to work with the most vulnerable members of the 
community that I call home, and help provide them with access to affordable legal services.  
Without your contribution, I would not have been able to engage in this meaningful work with 
the same level of commitment and focus.  
 
Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center is a grassroots immigrant rights organization that 
provides affordable legal services to victims of violent crimes, indigent families, abused women 
and children, and asylum seekers in removal proceedings.  I worked on the asylum litigation 
team under the supervision of Linda Rivas, the managing director and sole attorney at Las 
Americas.  
 
As Ms. Rivas’s law clerk, I took an active role in researching and brainstorming legal strategies 
for our clients’ options for relief from removal.  Our clients came from all over the world, which 
means that I gained experience researching a wide array of human rights issues and learned 
about how U.S. immigration law applied to each of the diverse cases.  I spent a lot of time in 
court with Ms. Rivas, watching how to effectively advocate for clients during trial.  I was very 
fortunate to be able to observe two asylum cases go to trial.  I was even able to co-counsel, as a 
law student, with Ms. Rivas on two asylum cases-- one for an Afghan asylum seeker fleeing 
persecution from the Taliban for transporting goods to U.S. troops, and another for a Guatemalan 
asylum seeker who was a victim of domestic violence and persecuted due to being a single 
mother without familial protection.  
 
Throughout the summer, I was tasked with visiting the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Detention Center in El Paso, Texas on a regular basis.  There, I worked with many of our clients 
on their declarations in support of their asylum applications, as well as on other important 
processes such as petitions for humanitarian parole and motions for release on bond.  
 
The services provided by Las Americas are crucial to curbing the widespread need for affordable 
and competent legal representation.  In fact, many of our clients in the ICE detention center knew 
each other, and they all knew they were our clients.  To me, this is a prime example of the extent 
to which the services that Las Americas provides are needed, considering it is one of only three 
organizations of its kind in the region to provide such services.  Coupled with the notion that Las 
Americas houses only one attorney representing clients in asylum claims, it goes without saying 
that the funding your office awarded went a long way not only in terms of making our services 



available to more individuals, but also ensuring that each case received our utmost attention and 
care.  
 
The first case I worked on while working at Las Americas was that of an asylum seeking woman 
form Mexico, who immigration officials decided did not have a credible fear of returning to 
Mexico, and who had been ordered deported back to her home where she felt her and her 
children’s lives were in danger.  In addition to fearing for her life in Mexico, her minor daughter 
was also suffering from a malignant tumor.  I worked with the client to file a request for a Stay 
of Removal, which, upon approval, gave the client permission to remain in the United States for 
one year while her minor daughter received the treatment she needed.  While the client’s original 
intent to seek asylum was short lived, the relief she obtained will surely be of tremendous 
humanitarian benefit.  
 
Perhaps the most memorable case for me this summer involved a young indigenous woman from 
Guatemala who had been threatened by gangs in her country.  She had been detained for 
approximately four months at multiple ICE detention facilities and had been unsuccessful once 
in her request for release on parole.  After conducting in-depth research concerning parole 
release law and how it applied to this client, and later revamping the client’s parole packet with 
new detailed affidavits and other useful documents, our client was released on parole.  The next 
day, she was on a plane to stay with her godmother in the East Coast, where she will continue to 
seek asylum without being in detention.   
 
The impact my work was able to achieve on our clients’ lives is certainly important, but what 
being able to do this work means for me as a future attorney is also worth mentioning.  This paid 
internship made it possible for me to realize that I was capable of becoming a great litigator.  
Before this experience, the thought of litigation was a daunting one. This internship provided the 
opportunity to immerse myself in humanitarian immigration litigation enough to feel encouraged 
and motivated to pursue a career in this field.  Especially considering the dire need for advocates 
in humanitarian immigration law, I am confident that I want to pursue a career in litigation for 
this cause.  
 
These are all but a few examples of the marvelous work your firm’s contribution made possible, 
but I believe they are powerful anecdotes that show just how enriching my experience as a 
litigation intern at Las Americas was.  None of this would have been possible without the 
Litigation Section Internship Program grant.  Thank you very much for your support.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Héctor Ruiz 
UC Hastings, Class of 2017 
  



















To whom it may concern:  

  

 I began my summer at the Texas Fair Defense Project still a bit uncertain whether or not I wanted to 

focus on criminal defense in my career as an attorney. The criminal law classes I've taken have not provided 

much knowledge about the consequences of more minor offenses such as traffic tickets and unpaid fines. 

Given that the average citizen's greatest contact with the criminal justice system is through these minor 

infractions, working on TFDP's “debtor's prison” project was eye-opening for me. I had not realized how 

frequently people spend time in jail to pay off triple-digit fines, often losing their jobs as a result. I am glad 

that I have gained a more accurate understanding of how the collateral consequences of the criminal justice 

system affect everyday people, and I know now that this is the work I want to do.  

 My tasks included completion of several substantial legal memoranda about topics such as appealing 

the costs portion of criminal judgments, the constitutionality of capias pro fine warrants, and attorneys' fee 

laws in Texas. I contacted the municipal courts and jails of many Texas cities at least once a week to obtain 

publicly available records, amassing quite a large sheaf of data by the end of my ten-week internship. I also 

observed and recorded municipal court practices at the San Antonio and Austin Municipal Courts and 

completed a number of as-needed tasks, such as researching the feasibility of our nonprofit providing 

community service hours for local defendants. Our organization filed or prepared to file several habeas 

corpus petitions while I was interning. Having taken several classes about habeas corpus relief, it was 

informative and interesting to see how they work in a local context. I was also able to connect with attorneys 

at other nonprofits in Austin, including the Equal Justice Center, Texas Defender Services, and SafePlace, 

through events our office organized or attended.  

 Not everything I learned this summer was strictly related to law, either. Just from spending time 

with the four attorneys in our office, I learned a great deal about many things: the legal climate in Austin, 

staying mentally healthy as a nonprofit attorney working with underprivileged communities, and advice 

about keeping a work-life balance, to name a few. I learned a lot about myself, too; my supervising attorney 

provided me with clear expectations and deadlines for assignments, and I learned that this kind of 

management style works really well with my own researching style and kept me productive.  

 I am so grateful for the opportunity to spend my summer not only acquiring and strengthening 



critical legal skills, but working for an organization whose mission and practices I support. To be proud of 

one's work is an enormous privilege, and your grant made that possible for me. Thank you.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 Lauren Johnson 

 University of Texas Law School 

 J.D. Candidate 2016 
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